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MARINE CIRCULAR 

46/2019 
 

12 December 2019 
 
 
TO  Ship Owners, Ship Managers, Ship Operators, Charterers, Ship Master and Crew, 

Classification Societies and the Shipping Community 
   
SUBJECT  2019 Guidelines for consistent implementation of the 0.50% sulphur limit under 

MARPOL Annex VI. 
 
 
PURPOSE: 
 
To disseminate the subject guidelines adopted by IMO Resolution MEPC.320(74). 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The IMO has approved and adopted the 2019 guidelines to support the consistent implementation of the 
lower 0.50% limit on sulphur in ships’ fuel oil, which will enter into effect from 1 January 2020. 
 
REFERENCES: 
 
Refer to the appended – IMO Resolution MEPC.320(74) 



�� ���������	
�����������

����
�������	��
���
�	�����	�
�������	�����	
��
���

�����
�������
�����
�	���
������
�		��
 �
��!"#�$%&'(#�#()'&*($#(!�+&*!#,!'*(�,*$$'!!##-��&#,%..'(/�%012345�6789:�;<�1=5�,;>?5>12;>�;>�1=5�'>150>912;>94�$90212@5�*0A9>2B912;>�3;>350>2>A�1=5�<C>312;>D�;<�1=5�$902>5�#>?20;>@5>1�+0;15312;>�,;@@21155�81=5�,;@@21155:�3;><5005E�CF;>�21�GH�2>150>912;>94�3;>?5>12;>D�<;0�1=5�F05?5>12;>�9>E�3;>10;4�;<�@902>5�F;44C12;>�<0;@�D=2FD-���&#,%..'(/�%.I*�1=91-�91�21D�<2<1HJ52A=1=�D5DD2;>-�1=5�,;@@21155�9E;F15E-�GH�05D;4C12;>�$#+,KLMN8O7:-�9�05?2D5E�$%&+*.�%>>5P�)'�Q=23=�D2A>2<239>14H�D105>A1=5>D�1=5�5@2DD2;>�42@21D�<;0�DC4F=C0�;P2E5D�8I*R:-��&#,%..'(/�ST&!"#&�1=91-�91�21D�D5?5>1251=�D5DD2;>-�1=5�,;@@21155�9E;F15E-�05D;4C12;>�$#+,KU7V8MV:-�WXXYZ[\]Ŷ _̀[Ŷ aX̂\bcdYbYe[̀[\aê aX̂[fŶ XgYd̂a\d̂h[̀e_̀i_̂ \êiYjgd̀[\aêklmkmn̂aX̂opqrst̂peeYûvw-�3;><20@2>A�xL�y9>C90H�UVUVx�9D�1=5�5<<5312?5�E915�;<�2@F45@5>1912;>�<;0�D=2FD�1;�3;@F4H�Q21=�A4;G94�VKOVz�@{@�DC4F=C0�3;>15>1�;<�<C54�;24�05|C205@5>1-��(*!'(/�%.I*�1=91-�91�21D�D5?5>1HJ1=20E�D5DD2;>-�1=5�,;@@21155�9FF0;?5E�3203C490�$#+,KL{,203K7M7�;>�1=5�}g\_̀eZŶaê[fŶ_Y]YdacbYe[̂aX̂̀ ĥf\ĉ\bcdYbYe[̀[\aêcd̀êXaî[fŶZaeh\h[Ye[̂\bcdYbYe[̀[\aêaX̂[fŶ~m�~�ĥgdcfgîd\b\[̂ge_Yîopqrst̂peeYûvw-��"%)'(/�,*(I'�#&#�-�91�21D�D5?5>1HJ<;C01=�D5DD2;>-�E09<1�UVL��/C2E542>5D�<;0�3;>D2D15>1�2@F45@5>1912;>�;<�1=5�VKOVz�DC4F=C0�42@21�C>E50�$%&+*.�%>>5P�)'-�F05F905E�GH�1=5�ICGJ,;@@21155�;>�+;44C12;>�+05?5>12;>�9>E�&5DF;>D5-�91�21D�D2P1=�D5DD2;>-��L� %�*+!I�1=5��~k�̂}g\_Yd\eYĥXaîZaeh\h[Ye[̂\bcdYbYe[̀[\aêaX̂[fŶ~m�~�ĥgdcfgîd\b\[̂ge_Yîopqrst̂peeYûvw-�9D�D51�;C1�2>�1=5�9>>5P�1;�1=5�F05D5>1�05D;4C12;>���U� &#�T#I!I�+90125D�1;�$%&+*.�%>>5P�)'�9>E�;1=50�$5@G50�/;?50>@5>1D�1;�G02>A�1=5D5�/C2E542>5D�1;�1=5�9115>12;>�;<�D=2F;Q>50D-�D=2F�;F5091;0D-�<C54�;24�DCFF4250D�9>E�9>H�;1=50�2>1505D15E�A0;CFD����6� %/&##I�1;��55F�1=5D5�/C2E542>5D�C>E50�05?25Q�2>�1=5�42A=1�;<�5PF5025>35�A92>5E�Q21=�1=520�9FF423912;>K�� �� �
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